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In 1983, Boston and Chicago elected progressive mayors with deep roots among community activists.
Taking office as the Reagan administration was withdrawing federal aid from local governments, Boston's
Raymond Flynn and Chicago's Harold Washington implemented major policies that would outlast them.
More than reforming governments, they changed the substance of what the government was trying to do:
above all, to effect a measure of redistribution of resources to the cities' poor and working classes and away
from hollow goals of "growth" as measured by the accumulation of skyscrapers. In Boston, Flynn moderated
an office development boom while securing millions of dollars for affordable housing. In Chicago,
Washington implemented concrete measures to save manufacturing jobs, against the tide of national policy
and trends.

Activists in City Hall examines how both mayors achieved their objectives by incorporating neighborhood
activists as a new organizational force in devising, debating, implementing, and shaping policy. Based in
extensive archival research enriched by details and insights gleaned from hours of interviews with key
figures in each administration and each city's activist community, Pierre Clavel argues that key to the success
of each mayor were numerous factors: productive contacts between city hall and neighborhood activists,
strong social bases for their agendas, administrative innovations, and alternative visions of the city.
Comparing the experiences of Boston and Chicago with those of other contemporary progressive cities-
Hartford, Berkeley, Madison, Santa Cruz, Santa Monica, Burlington, and San Francisco-Activists in City
Hall provides a new account of progressive urban politics during the Reagan era and offers many valuable
lessons for policymakers, city planners, and progressive political activists.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in
Boston and Chicago. Try to make book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era
in Boston and Chicago as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Antoinette Holdren:

This Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Activists in
City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago can be among the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Activists in City
Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rodolfo Buker:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become
one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Activists in City Hall:
The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago giving you a different experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Victor Dinh:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Activists in City Hall: The Progressive
Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago to make your own reading is interesting. Your own



personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Activists in City Hall: The
Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago can to be your brand new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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