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What actually took place in the private laboratory of a mid-seventeenth century alchemist? How did he direct
his quest after the secrets of Nature? What instruments and theoretical principles did he employ?

Using, as their guide, the previously misunderstood interactions between Robert Boyle, widely known as
"the father of chemistry," and George Starkey, an alchemist and the most prominent American scientific
writer before Benjamin Franklin as their guide, Newman and Principe reveal the hitherto hidden laboratory
operations of a famous alchemist and argue that many of the principles and practices characteristic of
modern chemistry derive from alchemy. By analyzing Starkey's extraordinary laboratory notebooks, the
authors show how this American "chymist" translated the wildly figurative writings of traditional alchemy
into quantitative, carefully reasoned laboratory practice—and then encoded his own work in allegorical,
secretive treatises under the name of Eirenaeus Philalethes. The intriguing "mystic" Joan Baptista Van
Helmont—a favorite of Starkey, Boyle, and even of Lavoisier—emerges from this study as a surprisingly
central figure in seventeenth-century "chymistry." A common emphasis on quantification, material
production, and analysis/synthesis, the authors argue, illustrates a continuity of goals and practices from late
medieval alchemy down to and beyond the Chemical Revolution.

For anyone who wants to understand how alchemy was actually practiced during the Scientific Revolution
and what it contributed to the development of modern chemistry, Alchemy Tried in the Fire will be a
veritable philosopher's stone.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the
Fate of Helmontian Chymistry was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle,
and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry.
You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Tatum Martin:

The publication with title Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry
has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Raymond Hollander:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry.

Victoria Owen:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and
the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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