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This book details the ways in which America’s ascendancy to global superpower status was the result of its
dueling foreign policy philosophies and forces: an historically expansive idealism balanced with an equally
constant realist restraint.

In America's Search for Security, Sean Kay surveys major historical trends in American foreign policy and
provides a new context for thinking about America’s rise to power from the founding period through the end
of the Cold War. It details the post-Cold War rise of idealist foreign policy goals and the costs of abandoning
realist roots, analyzing in-depth the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan as examples of what disappointing, if not
disastrous, outcomes can befall America abroad when foreign policy objectives are muddied, unclear, and
fail to remain grounded in what historically has made America an unquestionable world power.

This book also focuses on America’s recent “pivot” to Asia, and efforts to restore a realist balance abroad
and at home in the second Obama administration, concluding with a look at what the future of American
power will look like in a rapidly evolving world in need of newer, more modernized, and adaptable forms of
leadership. Tracing the tension between idealism and realism, Kay provides a detailed explanation of the rise
of a post-Cold War idealist consensus in Washington, D.C. - and shows how that culminated in a return to
realism in both the 2013 debates over intervention in Syria and the 2014 crisis with Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hill:

This America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and the Return of Realism book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. That America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and the
Return of Realism without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and the Return
of Realism can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This America's Search for Security: The
Triumph of Idealism and the Return of Realism having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Barbara Morton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and
the Return of Realism as the daily resource information.

Dwight Bailey:

Beside this specific America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and the Return of Realism in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have America's Search for Security: The Triumph of
Idealism and the Return of Realism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Clara Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and America's Search for Security: The Triumph of
Idealism and the Return of Realism as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know



how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes America's Search for Security: The Triumph of Idealism and the
Return of Realism to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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