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Sometime around 1230, a young woman left her family and traveled to the German city of Magdeburg to
devote herself to worship and religious contemplation. Rather than living in a community of holy women,
she chose isolation, claiming that this life would bring her closer to God. Even in her lifetime, Mechthild of
Magdeburg gained some renown for her extraordinary book of mystical revelations, The Flowing Light of the
Godhead, the first such work in the German vernacular. Yet her writings dropped into obscurity after her
death, many assume because of her gender.

In Mechthild of Magdeburg and Her Book, Sara S. Poor seeks to explain this fate by considering Mechthild's
own view of female authorship, the significance of her choice to write in the vernacular, and the continued, if
submerged, presence of her writings in a variety of contexts from the thirteenth through the nineteenth
century. Rather than explaining Mechthild's absence from literary canons, Poor's close examination of
medieval and early modern religious literature and of contemporary scholarly writing reveals her subject's
shifting importance in a number of differently defined traditions, high and low, Latin and vernacular, male-
and female-centered.

While gender is often a significant factor in this history, Poor demonstrates that it is rarely the only one. Her
book thus corrects late twentieth-century arguments about women writers and canon reform that often rest on
inadequate notions of exclusion. Mechthild of Magdeburg and Her Book offers new insights into medieval
vernacular mysticism, late medieval women's roles in the production of culture, and the construction of
modern literary traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Mechthild of Magdeburg and
Her Book: Gender and the Making of Textual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) book as nice and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joseph Barnett:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Mechthild of Magdeburg and Her Book:
Gender and the Making of Textual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Batts:

The reserve untitled Mechthild of Magdeburg and Her Book: Gender and the Making of Textual Authority
(The Middle Ages Series) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Mechthild of Magdeburg and
Her Book: Gender and the Making of Textual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Dolores Mann:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Mechthild of Magdeburg and Her Book: Gender and the
Making of Textual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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