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People who helped exterminate Jews during the shoah (Hebrew for "holocaust") often claimed that they only
did what was expected of them. Intrigued by hearing the same response from individuals who rescued Jews,
David R. Blumenthal proposes that the notion of ordinariness used to characterize nazi evil is equally
applicable to goodness. In this provocative book, Blumenthal develops a new theory of human behavior that
identifies the social and psychological factors that foster both good and evil behavior.

Drawing on lessons primarily from the shoah but also from well-known obedience and altruism experiments,
My Lai, and the civil rights movement, Blumenthal deftly interweaves insights from psychology, history,
and social theory to create a new way of looking at human behavior. Blumenthal identifies the factors ?
social hierarchy, education, and childhood discipline?that shape both good and evil attitudes and actions.

Considering how our religious and educational institutions might do a better job of encouraging goodness
and discouraging evil, he then makes specific recommendations for cultivating goodness in people, stressing
the importance of the social context of education. He reinforces his ideas through stories, teachings, and case
histories from the Jewish tradition that convey important lessons in resistance and goodness.

Appendices include the ethical code of the Israel Defense Forces, material on non-violence from the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Center, a suggested syllabus for a Jewish elementary school, and a list of prosocial sources
on the Web, as well as a complete bibliography.

If people can commit acts of evil without thinking, why can't even more commit acts of kindness? Writing
with power and insight, Blumenthal shows readers of all faiths how we might replace patterns of evil with
empathy, justice, and caring, and through a renewed attention to moral education, perhaps prevent future
shoahs.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Hanley:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the
Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions series) has been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Banality of
Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions series) is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Banality
of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition (Moral Traditions series). You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Joycelyn Chambers:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition
(Moral Traditions series).

Homer Douglas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition
(Moral Traditions series) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Bonnie Skelton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Banality of Good and Evil: Moral Lessons from the Shoah and Jewish Tradition
(Moral Traditions series) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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