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Songwriters often use lyrics to describe the current events and social attitudes of a particular period or
people. An examination of America's popular songs—and the stories behind their creation—can help us
better understand our history and culture. This chronologically organized volume provides the stories of 150
songs in 20th-century American history. Each chapter begins with an historical overview of how songs from
the period reflected the political, social, and economic culture of the decade. A discussion of 15 influential
songs from each decade provides the songs' histories, what inspired the writers to create them, and why they
have resonated over time. Included are patriotic songs, such as The Yankee Doodle Boy and God Bless
America, protest songs of the civil rights and women's rights movements, such as We Shall Overcome and I
Am Woman, songs that defined musical genres, such as Heartbreak Hotel and Stayin' Alive, and
contemporary, often controversial music like Eminem's Stan.

Each song's entry includes the song title, songwriter(s), publication information, and current availability. A
selected bibliography includes Web sites and books helpful for researching songs, songwriters, and events of
the 20th century. Indexes are arranged alphabetically, by song title, by songwriter name, and by subject,
making this an excellent research tool for students and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Story Behind the Song: 150
Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Lillie Moreland:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Story Behind
the Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Story Behind the
Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century become your own personal starter.

Erma Ward:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Story Behind the Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Dedra Clark:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Story Behind the Song: 150 Songs that
Chronicle the 20th Century can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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