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Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 examines the rise and fall of
organized socialism in West Virginia through an exploration of the demographics of membership, oral
interview material gathered in the 1960s from party members, and the collapse of the party in the wake of the
Paint Creek-Cabin Creek coal-mining strike of 1912. Thefirst local branch of the West Virginia Socialist
Party was established in Wheeling in 1901 and by 1914 severa thousand West Virginians were dues-paying
members of local branches. By 1910 local Socialists began to elect candidates to office and in 1912 more
than 15,000 West Virginian voters cast their ballots for Socialist presidential candidate Eugene Debs. The
progress that West Virginia socialists achieved on the electoral front was areflection of the party’ s strategy
of increasing class-consciousness by working with existing unions to build the power of the labor movement.
The party appealed to afairly broad cross section of wage earners and its steady growth also owed much to
the fact that many members of the middle class were attracted to the cause. Several factors combined to send
the party into rapid decline, most importantly deep fissures between class and craft factions of the party and
1915 legidlation making third party political participation difficult. Working Class Radicals offersinsight
into the various internal and external forces that doomed the party and serves as a cautionary taleto
contemporary political leaders and organizers.
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From reader reviews:
George Hartzdll:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in
West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA), you could enjoy both. It isgood
combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard Dutton:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Working Class Radicals: The Sociaist Party in
West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still skepticism Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST
VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one
guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Cora Snyder:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Working Class Radicals: The
Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA) issimpleto deliver you
canread it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Erika Yoon:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of several books in the top record in
your reading list will be Working Class Radicals: The Socialist Party in West Virginia, 1898-1920 (WEST
VIRGINIA & APPALACHIA). Thisbook which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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