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This book revisits the theory of the sources of international law from the perspective of formalism. It
critically analyses the virtues of formalism, construed as a theory of law ascertainment, as a means of
distinguishing between law and non-law. The theory of formalism is re-evaluated against the backdrop of the
growing acceptance by international legal theorists of the blurring of the lines between law and non-law. At
the same time, the book acknowledges that much

international normative activity nowadays takes place outside the ambit of traditional international law and
that only alimited part of the exercise of public authority at the international level resultsin the creation of
international legal rules.

The theory of ascertainment that the book puts forward attempts to dispel some of the illusions of formalism
that accompany the traditional sources of international law. It also shedslight on the tendency of scholars,
theorists, and advocates to deformalize the identification of international legal rules with aview to expanding
international law. The book seeksto revitalize and refresh the formal identification of rules by engaging with
some tenets of the postmodern critique of formalism. As

aresult, the book not only grapples with the practice of law-making at the international level, but it also
offers broad theoretical insights on international law, dealing with the main schools of thought in legal theory
(positivism, naturalism, legal realism, policy-oriented jurisprudence, and

postmodernism).

This paperback edition features the author's discussion of this book on the EJIL Talk blog.
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From reader reviews:
Stacie L ogan:

Typically the book Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of

Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this
book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Ernest Poole;

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographsin International Law) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford
Monographsin International Law) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful datafor your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing patternis
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Larry Strickland:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Formalism and the Sources of International
Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) can give
you alot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. Thise-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et us have Formalism and the Sources of
International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International
Law).

Nicole Powell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out



your book? Or just looking for the Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the
Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) when you desired it?
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