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In this ethnographic study, the author examines the policies and practices of family planning programs in
Egypt to see how an elitist, Western-informed state attempts to create obliging citizens. The state sees
voluntary compliance with the law for the common good as the cornerstone of modernity. Family planning
programs are a training ground for the construction of self-disciplined individuals, and thus a rewarding area
of study for the fate of social programs in developing countries.

Through a careful examination of state-endorsed family planning practices in urban and rural contexts, the
author shows us the pervasive, high-pressure persuasion of women, who are encouraged to think as
individual decision makers of their immediate families and their national interests. But what of the other
forces at work in these women’s lives, binding them to their extended families and to their religious
identities? And what of the laws that allow for polygamy and discriminate against women in marriage,
inheritance, and as part of the workforce?

These forces operate against the received wisdom of the state. Is the Muslim community thought to end at
the borders of Egypt? What about local constructions of masculinity when the state appeals to wives to
decide for themselves? How does widespread labor migration to foreign countries affect attitudes toward
family planning? How is female contraception viewed by the Islamic Brotherhood and other modern Muslim
groups?

This book questions much that we have taken for granted and gives us grounds for reexamining our
assumptions about family planning and the individual and state in developing countries such as Egypt.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

With other case, little folks like to read book Planning the Family in Egypt: New Bodies, New Selves
(Modern Middle East (Paperback)). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book Planning the Family in Egypt: New Bodies, New Selves (Modern
Middle East (Paperback)). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sandra Spier:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Planning the Family in Egypt: New
Bodies, New Selves (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Patricia Beall:

The publication untitled Planning the Family in Egypt: New Bodies, New Selves (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Planning the Family in Egypt: New Bodies, New Selves (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Francis Lopez:

Why? Because this Planning the Family in Egypt: New Bodies, New Selves (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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