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The Body of the Peopleisthe first comprehensive study of dance and choreography in East Germany. More
than twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Jens Richard Giersdorf investigates a national dance
history in the German Democratic Republic, from its founding as a Communist state that supplanted the
Soviet zone of occupation in 1949 through the aftermath of its collapse forty years later, examining complex
themes of nationhood, ideology, resistance, and diaspora through an innovative mix of archival research,
critical theory, personal narrative, and performance analysis.

Giersdorf looks closely at uniquely East German dance forms—including mass exercise events, national
folk dances, Marxist-Leninist visions staged by the dance ensemble of the armed forces, the vast amateur
dance culture, East Germany’s version of Tanztheater, and socialist alternativesto rock ‘n’ roll—to
demonstrate how dance was used both as aform of corporeal utopia and of embodied socialist propaganda
and indoctrination. The Body of the People also explores the artists working in the shadow of official culture
who used dance and movement to critique and resist state power, notably Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, Arila
Siegert, and Fine Kwiatkowski. Giersdorf considers a myriad of embodied responses to the Communist state
even after reunification, analyzing the embodiment of the fall of the Berlin Wall in the works of Jo Fabian
and Sasha Waltz, and the diasporic traces of East German culture abroad, exemplified by the Chilean
choreographer Patricio Bunster.
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From reader reviews:
Tommie Payton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Body of the People: East German
Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. Y ou
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bonnie Boyd:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Body of the People: East
German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History)is the main one of several books in which everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previousto. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Ronald Hopkins:

The actual book The Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Body of the People: East
German Dance since 1945 (Studies in Dance History) is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Oliver Lyle:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Would you liketo
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Body of the People: East German Dance since 1945
(Studies in Dance History) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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