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When he died from tuberculosis at the age of thirty-one, Kajii Motojir? had written only twenty short stories.
Yet his life and work, it is argued here, sheds light on a significant moment in Japanese history and,
ultimately, adds to our understanding of how modern Japanese identity developed. By the time Kajii began
to write in the mid-1920s there was heated debate among his peers over “legitimate” forms of literary
expression: Japanese Romantics questioned the value of a western-inspired version of modernity; others
were influenced by Marxist proletarian literature or modernist experimentation; still others tried to create a
distinctly Japanese fictional style that concentrated on first-person perspective, the so-called “I-novel.” There
was a general sense that Japan needed to reinvent itself, but writers and artists were at odds over what form
this reinvention should take. Throughout his career, Kajii drew from these various camps but belonged to
none of them, making his work an invaluable indicator of a culture in crisis and transition.

The Youth of Things is the first full-length book devoted to Kajii Motojir?. It brings together English
translations of nearly all his completed stories with an analysis of his literature in the context of several
major themes that locate him in 1920s Japan. In particular, Dodd links the writer’s work with the physical
body: Kajii’s subjective literary presence was grounded first and foremost in his TB-stricken physical body,
hence one cannot be studied without the other. His concerns with health and mortality drove him to play a
central role in constructing a language for modern literature and to offer new insights into ideas that intrigued
so many other Taish? intellectuals and writers. In addition, Kajii’s early years as a writer were strongly
influenced by the cosmopolitan humanism of the White Birch (Shirakaba) school, but by the time his final
work was published in the early 1930s, an environment of greater cultural introspection was beginning to
take root, encapsulated in the expression “return to Japan” (nihon kaiki). Only a few years separate these two
moments in time, but they represent a profound shift in the aspirations and expectations of a whole
generation of writers. Through a study of Kajii’s writing, this book offers some sense of the demise of one
cultural moment and the creation of another.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Youth of Things: Life and Death in the Age of
Kajii Motojiro. Try to stumble through book The Youth of Things: Life and Death in the Age of Kajii
Motojiro as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Gerald Stewart:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Youth of Things: Life and Death in the Age of Kajii Motojiro as your
daily resource information.

Arlene Farmer:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Youth of Things: Life and Death in the
Age of Kajii Motojiro is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

William Kirby:

You can get this The Youth of Things: Life and Death in the Age of Kajii Motojiro by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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