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"We hold these truths to be self-evident..." So begins the U.S. Declaration of Independence. What follows
those words is a ringing endorsement of universal rights, but it is far from self-evident. Why did the authors
claim that it was? William Talbott suggests that they were trapped by a presupposition of Enlightenment
philosophy: That there was only one way to rationally justify universal truths, by proving them from self-
evident premises.

With the benefit of hindsight, it is clear that the authors of the U.S. Declaration had no infallible source of
moral truth. For example, many of the authors of the Declaration of Independence endorsed slavery. The
wrongness of slavery was not self-evident; it was a moral discovery.

In this book, William Talbott builds on the work of John Rawls, Jürgen Habermas, J.S. Mill, Amartya Sen,
and Henry Shue to explain how, over the course of history, human beings have learned how to adopt a
distinctively moral point of view from which it is possible to make universal, though not infallible,
judgments of right and wrong. He explains how this distinctively moral point of view has led to the
discovery of the moral importance of nine basic rights.

Undoubtedly, the most controversial issue raised by the claim of universal rights is the issue of moral
relativism. How can the advocate of universal rights avoid being a moral imperialist? In this book, Talbott
shows how to defend basic individual rights from a universal moral point of view that is neither imperialistic
nor relativistic. Talbott avoids moral imperialism by insisting that all of us, himself included, have moral
blindspots and that we usually depend on others to help us to identify those blindspots.

Talbott's book speaks to not only debates on human rights but to broader issues of moral and cultural
relativism, and will interest a broad range of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be Which Rights Should Be Universal?.

Sonia Shipley:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Which Rights Should Be
Universal? is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Judy Brewer:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Which Rights Should Be Universal? we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Which Rights Should Be Universal?.
You can more inviting than now.

Betty Dansby:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Which Rights Should Be Universal? when you required it?
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