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“I want to be intelligent, even if I do live in Boston.”
—an anonymous Bostonian, 1929
 
In this spectacular romp through the Puritan City, Neil Miller relates the scintillating story of how a powerful
band of Brahmin moral crusaders helped make Boston the most straitlaced city in America, forever linked
with the infamous catchphrase “Banned in Boston.” 
 
Bankrolled by society’s upper crust, the New England Watch and Ward Society acted as a quasi-vigilante
police force and notorious literary censor for over eighty years. Often going over the heads of local
authorities, it orchestrated the mass censorship of books and plays, raided gambling dens and brothels, and
utilized spies to entrap prostitutes and their patrons. 
 
Miller deftly traces the growth of the Watch and Ward, from its formation in 1878 to its waning days in the
1950s. During its heyday, the society and its imitators banished modern classics by Hemingway, Faulkner,
and Sinclair Lewis and went to war with publishing and literary giants such as Alfred A. Knopf and The
Atlantic Monthly. To the chagrin of the Watch and Ward, some writers rode the national wave of publicity
that accompanied the banning of their books. Upton Sinclair declared staunchly, “I would rather be banned
in Boston than read anywhere else because when you are banned in Boston, you are read everywhere else.”
Others faced extinction or tried to barter their way onto bookshelves, like Walt Whitman, who hesitantly
removed lines from Leaves of Grass under the watchful eye of the Watch and Ward. As the Great Depression
unfolded, the society shifted its focus from bookstores to burlesque, successfully shuttering the Old Howard,
the city’s legendary theater that attracted patrons from T. S. Eliot to John F. Kennedy.
 
Banned in Boston is a lively history and, despite Boston’s “liberal” reputation today, a cautionary tale of the
dangers caused by moral crusaders of all stripes.
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From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

With other case, little persons like to read book Banned in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade
against Books, Burlesque, and the Social Evil. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book Banned in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's
Crusade against Books, Burlesque, and the Social Evil. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Clarence Bowen:

This Banned in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade against Books, Burlesque, and the Social
Evil are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Banned in
Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade against Books, Burlesque, and the Social Evil can be on the
list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Banned
in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade against Books, Burlesque, and the Social Evil forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Michael Johnson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Banned in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade
against Books, Burlesque, and the Social Evil why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Peter Chatman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also



soon. The Banned in Boston: The Watch and Ward Society's Crusade against Books, Burlesque, and the
Social Evil offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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