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This book is designed to introduce law students, legal actors and human rights activists, particularly
participants in human rights dialogues with China, to the process and reality of a newly confident China’s
participation in the international human rights system, albeit with inherent challenges. From an international
and comparative perspective, one of the key findings of the author's research is that progress towards human
rights depends more on judges than on legislators. Chinese legislators have enacted a series of reforms in
order to better protect human rights. Unfortunately, these reforms have not led to greater adherence to
China’s international human rights obligations in practice. The reforms failed because they have generally
been misunderstood by Chinese judges, who often have a limited understanding of international human
rights norms. Specifically, this book will examine how judicial misunderstandings have blocked reforms in
one specific area, the use of severe punishments, based on international human rights theory and case studies
and data analyses. This examination has several purposes. The first is to suggest that China ratify
the ICCPR as the next step for its substantive progress in human rights and as a good preparation for its re-
applying to be a member of the UN Human Right Council in the future. The second is to explain how judges
could be better educated in international human rights norms so as to greatly reduce the use of severe
punishments and better comply with China's human rights obligations. The third is to demonstrate how the
international community could better engage with China in a manner that is more conducive to human rights
improvements. The author's ultimate goal is to enhance dialogue on human rights in China between judges
and the Chinese government, between Chinese judges and their foreign counterparts and between China's
government and the international community.

Another significant aim of this book is to clarify the controversial question of what obligations China should
undertake before its ratification of the ICCPR and to re-examine trends in its developing human rights policy
after standing down from the Council in late 2012. The tortuous progress of China’s criminal law and
criminal justice reforms has confirmed that Chinese judges need further instruction on how to apply severe
punishments in a manner consistent with international standards. Judges should be encouraged to exercise
more discretion when sentencing so that penalties reflect the intent of relevant domestic laws as well as the
international human rights standards enumerated in the ICCPR. In order to better educate and train judges,
this book contains introductory chapters that examine the severe punishments currently available to Chinese
judges from an international human rights perspective. To illustrate how Chinese justice currently falls short
of international norms, this paper also examines several cases that are considered to be indicative of China’s
progress towards greater respect for human rights and the rule of law. These cases demonstrate that China
still has a long way to go to achieve its goals, at least before abolishing the death penalty, forced labor and
torture.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book China and International Human Rights: Harsh
Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book China and International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is not only giving you far more new information but
also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with all the book China and International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the
Context of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Betty Adkins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of China and International
Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Roger Cooper:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This China and International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of China and
International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking China and
International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Crystal Lavigne:

This China and International Human Rights: Harsh Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some



information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this China and International Human Rights: Harsh
Punishments in the Context of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights can be the light food
for you because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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