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Two billion people today identify as Christians, with the implication that Jesus is the focus of their
relationship with God, and their way of living in the world. Such followers of Jesus are now more numerous
and make up a greater proportion of the world's population than ever before. Despite its decline in the West,
Christianity is rapidly increasing in areas such as Africa and China.

Richard Bauckham explores the historical figure of Jesus, evaluating the sources and concluding that they
provide us with good historical evidence for his life and teaching. In order to place Jesus in his proper
historical context, as a Jew from Galilee in the early first century of our era, Bauckham looks at Jewish
religion and society in the land of Israel under Roman rule. He explores Jesus' symbolic practices as well as
his teachings, looks at his public career and emphasises how his
actions, such as healing and his association with notorious sinners, were just as important as his words.

Bauckham shows that Jesus was devoted to the God of Israel, with a special focus on God's fatherly love and
compassion, and like every Jewish teacher he expounded the Torah, but did so in his own distinctive way.
With a discussion about the way Jesus understood himself and what finally led to his death as a criminal on a
Roman cross, he concludes by considering the significance Jesus has come to have for Christian faith
worldwide.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Jesus: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book
with you?

Janet Roldan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Jesus: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Carlos Pollard:

Typically the book Jesus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Thomas Garrett:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Jesus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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