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Based on a riveting historical episode, The Stalin Epigram is a fictional rendering of the life of Osip
Mandelstam, perhaps the greatest Russian poet of the twentieth century -- and one of the few artists in Soviet
Russia who daringly refused to pay creative homage to Joseph Stalin. The poet's defiance of the Kremlin
dictator and the Bolshevik regime -- particularly his outspoken criticism of Stalin's collectivization rampage
that drove millions of Russian peasants to starvation -- reached its climax in 1934 when Mandelstam, putting
his life on the line, composed a searing indictment of Stalin in a sixteen-line epigram and secretly recited it
to a handful of friends and fellow artists.

Would Stalin and his merciless state security apparatus get wind of this brazenly insulting poem? Would the
poet's body and spirit be crushed under the weight of the state if they did?

Narrated in turn by Mandelstam himself, his devoted wife, his great friends the poets Boris Pasternak and
Anna Akhmatova, along with vivid fictional characters, The Stalin Epigram is the page-turning tale of
courage and the human spirit told in deftly poetic prose by a perceptive, talented writer. With the benefit of
extraordinary research and an almost mystical empathy, bestselling author Robert Littell has drawn a
fictional portrait of the beleaguered poet struggling to survive the running riot of Stalinist Russia in the
1930s. This memorable novel culminates in a wholly unexpected encounter that illuminates the agonizing
choices Russian intellectuals faced during the Stalinist terror and explains what drew Robert Littell to the
poignant subject in the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

This The Stalin Epigram: A Novel book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That The Stalin
Epigram: A Novel without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Stalin Epigram: A Novel can bring if you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This The Stalin Epigram: A Novel having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

George Gomez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Stalin Epigram: A
Novel.

George Cornelius:

Beside this particular The Stalin Epigram: A Novel in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Stalin Epigram: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

James Fulk:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Stalin Epigram: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Stalin Epigram: A
Novel. You can more inviting than now.
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