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In Born Southern, V. Lynn Kennedy addresses the pivotal roles of birth and motherhood in slaveholding
families and communities in the Old South. She assesses the power structures of race, gender, and class?both
in the household and in the public sphere?and how they functioned to construct a distinct antebellum
southern society.

Kennedy’s unique approach links the experiences of black and white women, examining how childbirth and
motherhood created strong ties to family, community, and region for both. She also moves beyond a simple
exploration of birth as a physiological event, examining the social and cultural circumstances surrounding it:
family and community support networks, the beliefs and practices of local midwives, and the roles of men as
fathers and professionals.

The southern household?and the relationships among its members?is the focus of the first part of the book.
Integrating the experiences of all women, black and white, rich and poor, free and enslaved, these narratives
suggest the complexities of shared experiences that united women in a common purpose but also divided
them according to status. The second part moves the discussion from the private household into the public
sphere, exploring how southerners used birth and motherhood to negotiate public, professional, and political
identities.

Kennedy’s systematic and thoughtful study distinguishes southern approaches to childbirth and motherhood
from northern ones, showing how slavery and rural living contributed to a particularly southern experience.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

This Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old
South without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social
Networks in the Old South having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Pedro Engle:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social
Networks in the Old South as your daily resource information.

Mark Bottoms:

The reserve untitled Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South is the
publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Born Southern:
Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Susan Preuss:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and



soon. The Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.
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