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Under what conditions can new technologies enhance the well-being of poor communities? The study
designs an alternative evaluation framework (AEF) that applies Amartya Sen’ s capability approach to the
study of information and communications technologies (ICTs) in order to place peopl€ s well-being, rather
than technology, at the center of the study. The AEF develops an impact chain that examines the mechanisms
by which access to, and meaningful use of, ICTs can enhance peopl€e’ s “informational capabilities” and
improve people' s human and social capabilities. This approach thus uses people'sindividual and collective
capabilities, rather than measures of access or use, asits principal evaluative space.

Based on empirical evidence from indigenous communities' use of new technologiesin rural Balivia, the
study concludes that enhancing poor peopl€e' sinformational capabilitiesisthe most critical factor
determining the impact of ICTson their well-being. Improved informational capabilities, like literacy, do
enhance the human capabilities of poor and marginalized peoplesto make strategic life choices and achieve
the lifestyle they value. Evaluating the impact of ICTs in terms of capabilities thus reveals no direct
relationship between improved access to, and use of, ICTs and enhanced well-being; ICTslead to
improvements in peopl €' s lives only when informational capabilities are transformed into expanded human
and social capabilitiesin the economic, political, social, organizational, and cultural dimensions of their
lives.

The study concludes that intermediaries are bound to play a central, even fundamental, role in this process.
They help poor communities to enact and appropriate ICTs to their local socio-cultural context so that their
use becomes meaningful for people s daily lives, enhances their informational capabilities, and ultimately
improves their human and social capabilities.
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From reader reviews:
ThelmaPrice;

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Development as
Freedom in aDigital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Bolivia? Maybe it isfor being best activity for
you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Sandra Vincent:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Development as Freedom in
aDigital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Boliviabook as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Bernice Capps:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Development as
Freedom in aDigital Age: Experiences from the Rural Poor in Boliviaiskind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Amy Quist:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isaset of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Development as Freedom in a Digital Age: Experiences from the Rural
Poor in Boliviawas filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike now, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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