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Between 1854 and 1864, more than a hundred free African Americans in Virginia proposed to enslave
themselves and, in some cases, their children. Ted Maris-Wolf explains this phenomenon as a response to
state legislation that forced free African Americans to make a terrible choice: leave enslaved loved ones
behind for freedom elsewhere or seek a way to remain in their communities, even by renouncing legal
freedom. Maris-Wolf paints an intimate portrait of these people whose lives, liberty, and use of Virginia law
offer new understandings of race and place in the upper South. Maris-Wolf shows how free African
Americans quietly challenged prevailing notions of racial restriction and exclusion, weaving themselves into
the social and economic fabric of their neighborhoods and claiming, through unconventional or
counterintuitive means, certain basic rights of residency and family. Employing records from nearly every
Virginia county, he pieces together the remarkable lives of Watkins Love, Jane Payne, and other African
Americans who made themselves essential parts of their communities and, in some cases, gave up their legal
freedom in order to maintain family and community ties.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

The particular book Family Bonds: Free Blacks and Re-enslavement Law in Antebellum Virginia will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Family Bonds: Free
Blacks and Re-enslavement Law in Antebellum Virginia is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Linda Mays:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Family Bonds: Free Blacks and Re-
enslavement Law in Antebellum Virginia that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Family Bonds: Free Blacks and Re-enslavement Law in Antebellum
Virginia become your current starter.

Charles Baker:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Family Bonds: Free Blacks and Re-
enslavement Law in Antebellum Virginia is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dorothy Alvarez:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Family Bonds: Free Blacks and Re-enslavement Law in
Antebellum Virginia. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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