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What is literary theory? Is there a relationship between literature and culture? In fact, what is literature, and
does it matter?

These are some of questions addressed by Jonathan Culler in this Very Short Introduction to literary theory.
Often a controversial subject, said to have transformed the study of culture and society in the past two
decades, literary theory is accused of undermining respect for tradition and truth and encouraging suspicion
about the political and psychological implications of cultural projects rather than admiration for great
literature.

Here, Jonathan Culler explains 'theory', not by describing warring 'schools' but by sketching key 'moves'
theory has encouraged, and speaking directly about the implications of theory for thinking about literature,
human identity, and the power of language. In this new edition Culler takes a look at new material, including
the 'death of theory', the links between the theory of narrative and cognitive science, trauma theory,
ecocriticism, and includes a new chapter on 'Ethics and aesthetics'.
This lucid introduction is useful for anyone who has wondered what all the fuss is about or who wants to
think about literature today.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Literary
Theory: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Gloria Eller:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Aaron Marks:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Literary Theory: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Literary Theory: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) become your starter.

Jocelyn Harper:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you necessary it?
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