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A major new narrative account of the long struggle of Northern activists-both black and white, famous and
obscure-to establish African Americans as free citizens, from abolitionism through the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and its demise

Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation is generally understood as the moment African Americans
became free, and Reconstruction as the ultimately unsuccessful effort to extend that victory by establishing
equal citizenship. In More Than Freedom, award-winning historian Stephen Kantrowitz boldly redefines our
understanding of this entire era by showing that the fight to abolish slavery was always part of a much
broader campaign to establish full citizenship for African Americans and find a place to belong in a white
republic.

More Than Freedom chronicles this epic struggle through the lived experiences of black and white activists
in and around Boston, including both famous reformers such as Frederick Douglass and Charles Sumner and
lesser-known but equally important figures like the journalist William Cooper Nell and the ex-slaves Lewis
and Harriet Hayden. While these freedom fighters have traditionally been called abolitionists, their goals and
achievements went far beyond emancipation. They mobilized long before they had white allies to rely on and
remained militant long after the Civil War ended.

These black freedmen called themselves "colored citizens" and fought to establish themselves in American
public life, both by building their own networks and institutions and by fiercely, often violently, challenging
proslavery and inegalitarian laws and prejudice. But as Kantrowitz explains, they also knew that until the
white majority recognized them as equal participants in common projects they would remain a suspect class.
Equal citizenship meant something far beyond freedom: not only full legal and political rights, but also
acceptance, inclusion and respect across the color line.

Even though these reformers ultimately failed to remake the nation in the way they hoped, their struggle
catalyzed the arrival of Civil War and left the social and political landscape of the Union forever altered.
Without their efforts, war and Reconstruction could hardly have begun. Bringing a bold new perspective to
one of our nation's defining moments, More Than Freedom helps to explain the extent and the limits of the
so-called freedom achieved in 1865 and the legacy that endures today.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black Citizenship in a White
Republic, 1829-1889.

Ricardo Boddie:

Here thing why that More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889 are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black
Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black
Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of More Than Freedom: Fighting for
Black Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889 in e-book can be your choice.

Shannon Thompson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this More Than Freedom: Fighting
for Black Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889 book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Warren Cruz:

The book untitled More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-1889
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.
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