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This work offers the first systematic analysis of writings on modern Chinese history by historians in China
from the early twentieth century to the present. It traces the construction of major interpretive schemes, the
evolution of dominant historical narratives, and the unfolding of debates on the most controversial issues in
different periods. Placing history-writing in the context of political rivalry and ideological contestation,
Huaiyin Li explicates how the historians’ dedication to faithfully reconstructing the past was compromised
by their commitment to an imagined trajectory of history that fit their present-day agenda and served their
needs of political legitimation.

Beginning with an examination of the contrasting narratives of revolution and modernization in the
Republican period, the book scrutinizes changes in the revolutionary historiography after 1949, including its
disciplinization in the 1950s and early 1960s and radicalization in the rest of the Mao era. It further
investigates the rise of the modernization paradigm in the reform era, the crises of master narratives since the
late 1990s, and the latest development of the field. Central to the author’s analysis is the issue of truth and
falsehood in historical representation. Li contends that both the revolutionary and modernization
historiographies before 1949 reflected historians’ lived experiences and contained a degree of authenticity in
mirroring the historical processes of their own times. In sharp contrast, both the revolutionary historiography
of the Maoist era and the modernization historiography of the reform era were primarily products of
historians’ ideological commitment, which distorted and concealed the past no less than revealed it.

In search of a more effective approach to rewriting modern Chinese history, Reinventing Modern China
proposes a within-time, open-ended perspective, which allows for different directions in interpreting the
events in modern China and views modern Chinese history as an unfinished process remaining to be defined
as the country entered the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Reinventing Modern China:
Imagination and Authenticity in Chinese Historical Writing is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Reinventing Modern China: Imagination and Authenticity in Chinese
Historical Writing as the daily resource information.

Judith Ellis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Reinventing Modern China:
Imagination and Authenticity in Chinese Historical Writing that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Reinventing Modern China: Imagination
and Authenticity in Chinese Historical Writing become your own starter.

Daryl Radford:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reinventing Modern China: Imagination
and Authenticity in Chinese Historical Writing can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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