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Typically, studies of early cinema’s relation to literature have focused on the interactions between film and
modernism. When film first emerged, however, it was naturalism, not modernism, competing for the
American public’s attention. In this media ecosystem, the cinema appeared alongside the works of authors
including Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Jack London, and Frank Norris. Drawing on contemporaneous theories
of time and modernity as well as recent scholarship on film, narrative, and naturalism, this book moves
beyond traditional adaptation studies approaches to argue that both naturalism and the early cinema
intervened in the era’s varying experiments with temporality and time management. Specifically, it shows
that American naturalist novels are constructed around a sustained formal and thematic interrogation of the
relationship between human freedom and temporal inexorability and that the early cinema developed its
norms in the context of naturalist experiments with time. The book identifies the silent cinema and naturalist
novel’s shared privileging of narrative progress over character development as a symbolic solution to social
and aesthetic concerns ranging from systems of representation, to historiography, labor reform,
miscegenation, and birth control. This volume thus establishes the dynamic exchange between silent film and
naturalism, arguing that in the products of this exchange, personality figures as excess bogging down
otherwise efficient narratives of progress. Considering naturalist authors and a diverse range of early film
genres, this is the first book-length study of the reciprocal media exchanges that took place when the cinema
was new. It will be a valuable resource to those with interests in Adaptation Studies, American Literature,
Film History, Literary Naturalism, Modernism, and Narrative Theory.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Silent Film and U.S. Naturalist
Literature: Time, Narrative, and Modernity (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature). All type of
book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ann Morgan:

This book untitled Silent Film and U.S. Naturalist Literature: Time, Narrative, and Modernity (Routledge
Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Robert Araiza:

Typically the book Silent Film and U.S. Naturalist Literature: Time, Narrative, and Modernity (Routledge
Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Patsy Kuster:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Silent Film and U.S. Naturalist Literature: Time,
Narrative, and Modernity (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Silent Film and U.S. Naturalist Literature: Time,
Narrative, and Modernity (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.
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