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Today, in the era of the spoiler aert, “surprise” in fiction is primarily associated with an unexpected plot
twist, but in earlier usage, the word had darker and more complex meanings. Originally denoting a military
ambush or physical assault, surprise went through a major semantic shift in the eighteenth century: from
violent attack to pleasurable experience, and from external event to internal feeling. In Surprise, Christopher
R. Miller studiesthat change as it took shape in literature ranging from Paradise Lost through the novels of
Jane Austen. Miller argues that writers of the period exploited and arbitrated the dual nature of surprisein its
sinister and benign forms. Even as surprise came to be associated with pleasure, it continued to be perceived
as aproblem: asign of ignorance or naiveté, an uncontrollable reflex, a paralysis of rationality, and an
experience of mere novelty or diversion for its own sake. In close readings of exemplary
scenes—particularly those involving astonished or petrified characters—Miller shows how novelists sought
to harness the energies of surprise toward edifying or comic ends, while registering its underpinningsin
violence and mortal danger.

In the Roman poet Horace' s famous axiom, poetry should instruct and delight, but in the early eighteenth
century, Joseph Addison signally amended that formulato suggest that the imaginative arts should surprise
and delight. Investigating the significance of that substitution, Miller traces an intellectual history of surprise,
involving Aristotelian poetics, Cartesian philosophy, Enlightenment concepts of the passions, eighteenth-
century literary criticism and aesthetics, and modern emotion theory. Miller goes on to offer afresh reading
of what it meansto be “surprised by sin” in Paradise Lost, showing how Milton’s epic both harks back to the
symbolic functions of violence in allegory and looks ahead to the moral contours of the novel. Subsequent
chapters study the Miltonic ramifications of surprise in the novels of Defoe, Haywood, Richardson, Fielding,
and Sterne, as well as in the poems of Wordsworth and Keats. By focusing on surprise in itsinflections as
emotion, cognition, and event, Miller’ s book illuminates connections between allegory and formal realism,
between aesthetic discourse and prose fiction, and between novel and lyric; and it offers new ways of
thinking about the aesthetic and ethical dimensions of the novel as the genre emerged in the eighteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:
Paul McKinney:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Surprise: The Poetics of the Unexpected from Milton to Austen can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Tonya Sewdll:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get
lot of stressfrom both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely Surprise: The Poetics of the Unexpected from Milton to Austen.

Patrick Stokes:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Surprise: The Poetics of the Unexpected
from Milton to Austen is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bryant Davidson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Surprise: The Poetics of the Unexpected
from Milton to Austen as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Surprise: The Poetics of the Unexpected from Milton to Austen to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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