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One of the most unusual books in classical Arabic literature, The Epistle of Forgiveness is the lengthy reply
by the prolific Syrian poet and prose writer Abu l-&#703Ala? al-Ma&#703arri (d. 449 H/1057 AD), to a
letter written by an obscure grammarian, Ibn al-Qarih. With biting irony, The Epistle of Forgiveness mocks
Ibn al-Qarih's hypocrisy and sycophancy by imagining he has died and arrived with some difficulty in
Heaven, where he meets famous poets and philologists from the past. He also glimpses Hell, and converses
with the Devil and various heretics. Al-Ma&#703arri—a maverick, a vegan, and often branded a heretic
himself—seems to mock popular ideas about the Hereafter. This book, the first of two volumes, includes Ibn
al-Qarih’s initial letter to al-Ma&#703arri, as well as the first half of The Epistle of Forgiveness.

 

This translation is the first complete translation in any language and retains the many digressions, difficult
passages, and convoluted grammatical discussions of the original typically omitted in other translations. It is
accompanied by a comprehensive introduction and detailed annotation. Replete with erudite commentary,
amusing anecdotes, and sardonic wit, The Epistle of Forgiveness is an imaginative tour-de-force by one of
the most pre-eminent figures in classical Arabic literature.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Wells:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume
One: A Vision of Heaven and Hell: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature) is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Grace Harrell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume One: A Vision of Heaven and Hell: 1 (Library of
Arabic Literature) will give you new experience in examining a book.

John Silver:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume One: A Vision of
Heaven and Hell: 1 (Library of Arabic Literature) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? We should have The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume One: A Vision of Heaven and Hell:
1 (Library of Arabic Literature).

Ronald Sadowski:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume One: A Vision of Heaven and Hell: 1 (Library of Arabic
Literature). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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