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Long relegated to a secondary position behind Gettysburg, Vicksburg has more recently earned consideration
by historians as the truly decisive battle of the Civil War. Indeed, Vicksburg is fascinating on many levels. A
focal point of both western armies, the Federal campaign of maneuver that finally isolated the Confederates
in the city was masterful. The Navy’s contribution to the Federal victory was significant. The science of the
fortifications and siege tactics are rich in detail. The human drama of Vicksburg’s beleaguered civilian
population is compelling, and the Confederate cavalry dashes that first denied the Union victory were
thrilling. But perhaps more than any other factor, the key to the Federal victory at Vicksburg was simply
better leadership. It is this aspect of the campaign that Leadership Lessons: The Campaigns for Vicksburg,
1862–1863 seeks to explore.

The first section of this book familiarizes the reader with the challenges, characteristics, and styles associated
with leadership during the Civil War in general. It also outlines the Vicksburg Campaign by explaining the
strategic significance of the Mississippi River and Vicksburg, detailing the opposing forces and the terrain,
discussing the failed attempts to capture Vicksburg over the winter of 1862–63, and tracing the brilliant
campaign of maneuver and logistics that allowed Grant to ultimately lay siege and win a Federal victory. The
second section of the book contains 30 “leadership vignettes” that span the actions of the most senior leaders
down to those of individual soldiers. Each vignette focuses the campaign overview to the specific situation in
order to provide appropriate context, explains the action in terms of leadership lessons learned, and
concludes with a short list of “take-aways” to crystallize the lessons for the reader.

The human drama of Vicksburg involved such traits as daring, persistence, hesitation, raw courage,
vascillation, self-confidence, and over-reliance—all with a great prize at stake. This study of many of the
Civil War’s most famous commanders who vied for the Rebel “Gibraltar on the Mississippi” reveals combat
on a wide scale, but more importantly lessons on decision-making that still apply to this day.

Kevin Dougherty, a career Army officer and more recently a university history instructor and tactical officer
at the Citadel, is the author of six previous books on the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

Here thing why that Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Campaigns for Vicksburg,
1862-63: Leadership Lessons in e-book can be your choice.

Phil Garcia:

The book Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

Peggy Elmore:

The reason why? Because this Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Charles Adams:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Campaigns for Vicksburg, 1862-63: Leadership Lessons was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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