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American philosopher John Dewey considered all human endeavors to be one with the natural world. In his
writings, particularly Art as Experience (1934), Dewey insists on the primacy of the environment in aesthetic
experience. Dewey’s conception of environment includes both the natural and the man-made. The World in
Which We Occur highlights this notion in order to define “pragmatist ecology,” a practice rooted in the
interface of the cultural and the natural. Neil Browne finds this to be a significant feature of some of the most
important ecological writing of the last century.

 

To fully understand human involvement in the natural world, Browne argues that disciplinary boundaries
must be opened, with profound implications for the practice of democracy. The degradation of the physical
environment and democratic decay, for Browne, are rooted in the same problem: our persistent belief that
humans are somehow separate from their physical environment.

 

Browne probes the work of a number of major American writers through the lens of Dewey’s philosophy.
Among other texts examined are John Muir’s My First Summer in the Sierra (1911); Sea of Cortez (1941) by
John Steinbeck and Edward Ricketts; Rachel Carson’s three books about the sea, Under the Sea-Wind
(1941), The Sea Around Us (1951), and The Edge of the Sea (1955); John Haines’s The Stars, the Snow, the
Fire (1989); Barry Lopez’s Arctic Dreams (1986); and Terry Tempest Williams’s Refuge (1991). Together,
these texts—with their combinations of scientific observation and personal meditation—challenge the
dichotomies that we have become accustomed and affirm the principles of a pragmatist ecology, one in
which ecological and democratic

values go hand in hand.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Hayes:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist
Ecology, and American Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Brett Munoz:

The actual book The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist Ecology, and American
Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist Ecology, and American
Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

James Walton:

The book untitled The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist Ecology, and American
Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist Ecology, and American
Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Deanna Thompson:

The book untitled The World in Which We Occur: John Dewey, Pragmatist Ecology, and American
Ecological Writing in the Twentieth Century contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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