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This innovative resource provides teachers with a road map for designing a comprehensive writing
curriculum that meets Common Core standards. The authors zero in on several “big ideas” that lead to and
support effective practices in writing instruction, such as integrating reading, writing, speaking, and
listening; teaching writing as a process; extending the range of students’ writing; spiraling and scaffolding a
writing curriculum; and collaborating. These “big ideas” are the cornerstones of best researched-based
practices as well as the CCSS for writing.

The first chapter offers a complete lesson designed around teaching narrative writing and illustrating tried
and true practices for teaching writing as a process. The remaining chapters explore a broad range of
teaching approaches that help students tackle different kinds of narrative, informational, and argumentative
writing and understand complexities like audience and purpose. Each chapter focuses on at least one of the
uncommonly good ideas and illustrates how to create curricula around it. Uncommonly Good Ideas includes
model lessons and assignments, mentor texts, teaching strategies, student writing, and practical guidance for
moving the ideas from the page into the classroom.

“An uncommonly good book about uncommonly good ideas about teaching writing in the era of the
Common Core—and beyond. In this slender volume two master teachers, Sandra Murphy and Mary Ann
Smith, share the knowledge accumulated during their lifetimes of teaching writing and exploring the broader
world of related theory and research. They confront the hard problems all teachers will face, but do so with
an evident joy in their chosen profession The book is slender, readable, and well worth the ride, whether you
are a novice terrified as you stare into your first classroom or an old hand looking for an extra boost with a
new class and a new year.”
—Arthur Applebee, Distinguished Professor and chair, Department of Educational Theory and Practice,
University at Albany

“Throughout this book I find the intelligence and insights that help me think about what it looks like to teach
writing through the Common Core State Standards while maintaining my own integrity as a teacher. This
book is a master class that you can take throughout the year, reading today about what you need to learn to
do better tomorrow.” 
—Jim Burke, best-selling author and high school teacher
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Uncommonly Good Ideas-
Teaching Writing in the Common Core Era (Language and Literacy). All type of book is it possible to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Daniel Spencer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Uncommonly Good Ideas-Teaching Writing in
the Common Core Era (Language and Literacy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Shirley Demers:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Uncommonly Good Ideas-Teaching
Writing in the Common Core Era (Language and Literacy) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Roger Borquez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Uncommonly Good Ideas-Teaching Writing in the
Common Core Era (Language and Literacy) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Uncommonly Good Ideas-Teaching Writing in the Common Core Era (Language and Literacy) has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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