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Taking off from The Creative Writer’s Survival Guide, John McNally’srelentlessly blunt, bracingly cheerful,
and immensely helpful map to being a writer, Vivid and Continuousis an equally blunt, cheerful, and helpful
map to learning to be a writer. While acknowledging that many fine books cover such essentials of fiction
writing as point of view, characterization, and setting, McNally sets out in this new book—intended as a
supplement to beginning fiction-writing classes or as the sole text for upper-level or graduate courses—to
solve the tricky second-tier problems that those books cover only in footnotes.

Vivid and Continuous takes its inspiration from John Gardner, whose essential truths in On Becoming a
Novelist clarified McNally’s goal of communicating a “vivid and continuous dream” with his own writing. In
fifteen concise, energizing chapters, he dispenses advice gained from almost thirty years of studying, writing,
and teaching. How do you avoid the pitfalls inherent in the most common subjects for stories? How do you
create memorable minor characters? What about managing references to pop culture without distracting your
readers, revising a story to bring its subtext into focus, or exploring the twenty most common craft-related
quirks that lessen immediacy for your readers? How do you keep from overdosing on similes and metaphors
or relying on too many flashbacks to provide necessary backstory? How do you learn to listen when your
story tries to talk to you? Finally, how can you resist “John McNally’s Sure-Fire Formula for Becoming
Funnier in 30 Days”?

McNally cites many novels and short stories as examples that best illustrate the lessons he wants to impart,
the writer’s life, or the writer’s craft, as well as his own favorite authors’ novels and short story collections.
Exercises at the end of each chapter reinforce its point and serve as practical catalysts for new writings and
directions.

Just blunt enough to get your attention but not blunt enough to crush you, challenging but not discouraging,
personal but not ego-ridden, snarky but not mean, John McNally will prompt you to think more deeply about
a variety of issues that will push you toward writing more meaningful, more accomplished work. 
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Vivid and
Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction to read.

Ruby Sprankle:

Here thing why this kind of Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing
Fiction giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no publication that similar with Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction in e-book can be your alternative.

Mariano Smith:

This Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing
Fiction can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Luis Gazaway:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Vivid and Continuous: Essays and Exercises for
Writing Fiction can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing



more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Vivid and
Continuous: Essays and Exercises for Writing Fiction.
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