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Winner of the 2008 Outstanding Book Award by the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

Michelle Oberman and Cheryl L. Meyer don’t write for news magazines or prime-time investigative
television shows, but the stories they tell hold the same fascination. When Mothers Kill is compelling. In a
clear, direct fashion the authors recount what they have learned from interviewing women imprisoned for
killing their children. Readers will be shocked and outraged—as much by the violence the women have
endured in their own lives as by the violence they engaged in—but they will also be informed and even
enlightened.

Oberman and Meyer are leading authorities on their subject. Their 2001 book, Mothers Who Kill Their
Children, drew from hundreds of newspaper articles as well as from medical and social science journals to
propose a comprehensive typology of maternal filicide. In that same year, driven by a desire to test their
typology—and to better understand child-killing women not just as types but as individuals—Oberman and
Meyer began interviewing women who had been incarcerated for the crime. After conducting lengthy, face-
to-face interviews with forty prison inmates, they returned and selected eight women to speak with at even
greater length. This new book begins with these stories, recounted in the matter-of-fact words of the inmates
themselves.

There are collective themes that emerge from these individual accounts, including histories of relentless
interpersonal violence, troubled relationships with parents (particularly with mothers), twisted notions of
romantic love, and deep conflicts about motherhood. These themes structure the books overall narrative,
which also includes an insightful examination of the social and institutional systems that have failed these
women. Neither the mothers nor the authors offer these stories as excuses for these crimes.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this When Mothers Kill:
Interviews from Prison book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

John Carter:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the When Mothers Kill: Interviews
from Prison is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Evelyn Brown:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this When Mothers Kill: Interviews from Prison.

Margaret Holt:

When Mothers Kill: Interviews from Prison can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing When Mothers Kill:
Interviews from Prison yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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