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In September 1996, fifty-three year old heroin addict Billy Ochoa was sentenced to 326 years in prison. His
crime: committing $2100 worth of welfare fraud. Ochoa was sent to New Folsom supermax prison, joining
thousands of other men who will spend the rest of their lives in California's teeming correctional facilities as
a result of that state's tough Three Strikes law. His incarceration will cost over $20,000 a year until he dies.

Hard Time Blues weaves together the story of the growth of the American prison system over the past
quarter century primarily through the story of Ochoa, a career criminal who grew up in the barrios of post-
World War II L.A. Ochoa, who had a long history of non-violent crimes committed to fund his drug habit,
who cycled in and out of prison since the late 1960's, is a perfect example of how perennial misfits, rather
than blood-soaked violent criminals, make up the majority of America's prisoners. This is also the story of
the burgeoning careers of politicians such as former California Governor Pete Wilson, who rose to power on
the "crime issue." Wilson, whose grandfather was a cop murdered by drug-runners in early twentieth century
Chicago, scored a stunning come-from-behind re-election victory in 1994. In so doing, he came to epitomize
the 1990s tough-on-crime politician.

Award-winning journalist Sasha Abramsky uses immersion reportage to bring alive the political forces that
have led America's prison and jail population to increase more than four fold in the past twenty years.
Through the stories of Ochoa, Wilson, and others, he explores in devastating detail how the public has been
manipulated into supporting mass incarceration during a period when crime rates have been steadily falling.
Hard Time Blues deftly explores the War on Drugs, the Rockefeller Laws, the growth of the SuperMax
Prisons, the climate of fear that led to laws such as Truth-in-Sentencing, and how the stunning repercussions
of imprisoning two million citizens affect all of America.

In the tradition of J. Anthony Lukas's Common Ground and Melissa Fay Greene's The Temple Bombing,
Abramsky explores this new and dangerous fault-line in American society in a dramatic and compelling
manner. From the opening courtroom scene through the final images behind the electrified fences of the
nation's toughest, meanest prisons, Abramsky paints a grimly intimate portrait of the players and
personalities behind this societal earthquake. Hard Time Blues combines a sense of history with a powerful
narrative, to tell a story about issues and people that leads us to understand how The Land of the Free has
become the world's largest prison nation.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Nelson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Tammy Jones:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Hard Time Blues:
How Politics Built a Prison Nation suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nationis the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Laura Ide:

The book with title Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Mitchell Wilder:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get ahead of. The Hard Time Blues: How Politics Built a Prison Nation giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?
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