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A remarkable new work from one of our premier historians

In his exciting new book, John F. Kasson examines the signs of crisisin American life a century ago, signs
that new forces of modernity were affecting men's sense of who and what they really were.

When the Prussian-born Eugene Sandow, an international vaudeville star and bodybuilder, toured the United
States in the 1890s, Florenz Ziegfeld cannily presented him as the "Perfect Man," representing both an
ancient ideal of manhood and a modern commaodity extolling self-development and self-fulfillment. Then,
when Edgar Rice Burroughs's Tarzan swung down avine into the public eyein 1912, the fantasy of a perfect
white Anglo-Saxon male was taken further, escaping the confines of civilization but reasserting its values,
beating his chest and bellowing his triumph to the world. With Harry Houdini, the dream of escape was
literally embodied in spectacular performances in which he triumphed over every kind of threat to masculine
integrity -- bondage, imprisonment, insanity, and death. Kasson's liberally illustrated and persuasively argued
study analyzes the themes linking these figures and places them in their rich historical and cultural context.
Concern with the white male body -- with exhibiting it and with the perilsto it --reached a climax in World
War |, he suggests, and continues with us today.
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From reader reviews:
David Guyton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White Male Body and the Challenge of Modernity in America?
Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Martin Elkins;

The book with title Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White Male Body and the Challenge of
Modernity in America contains alot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of help after
read this book. Thisbook exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Marlys Wieland:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man:
The White Male Body and the Challenge of Modernity in America, it is possible to enjoy both. It isfine
combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

John Moreno:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but additionally novel and Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White Male
Body and the Challenge of Modernity in America or maybe others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Houdini, Tarzan, and the Perfect Man: The White
Male Body and the Challenge of Modernity in Americato make your spare time alot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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