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Sexuality in modern western culture is central to identity but the tendency to define by sexuality does not
apply to the premodern past. Before the 'invention' of sexuality, erotic acts and desires were comprehended
as species of sin, expressions of idealised love, courtship, and marriage, or components of intimacies
between men or women, not as outworkings of an innermost self. With a focus on c. 1100–c. 1800, this book
explores the shifting meanings, languages, and practices of western sex. It is the first study to combine the
medieval and early modern to rethink this time of sex before sexuality, where same-sex and opposite-sex
desire and eroticism bore but faint traces of what moderns came to call heterosexuality, homosexuality,
lesbianism, and pornography.

This volume aims to contribute to contemporary historical theory through paying attention to the
particularity of premodern sexual cultures. Phillips and Reay argue that students of premodern sex will be
blocked in their understanding if they use terms and concepts applicable to sexuality since the late nineteenth
century, and modern commentators will never know their subject without a deeper comprehension of sex's
history.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Sex Before Sexuality: A
Premodern History (Themes in History), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

James Williams:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Sex Before Sexuality: A Premodern
History (Themes in History) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Cami Raley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Sex Before Sexuality: A
Premodern History (Themes in History) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Andrew McConnell:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sex Before Sexuality: A
Premodern History (Themes in History) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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