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While it may seem that debates over euthanasia began with Jack Kervorkian, the practice of mercy killing
extends back to Ancient Greece and beyond. In America, the debate has raged for well over a century.
Now, in A Merciful End, lan Dowbiggin offers the first full-scale historical account of one of the most
controversial reform movementsin America. Drawing on unprecedented access to the archives of the
Euthanasia Society of America, interviews with important figures in the movement today, and flashpoint
cases such asthe tragic fate of Karen Ann Quinlan, Dowbiggin tells the dramatic story of the men and
women who struggled throughout the twentieth century to change the nation's attitude--and its laws--
regarding mercy killing. In tracing the history of the euthanasia movement, he documents its intersection
with other progressive social causes. women's suffrage, birth control, abortion rights, as well asits uneasy
pre-WWiII alliance with eugenics. Such links brought euthanasia activists into fierce conflict with Judeo-
Christian institutions who worried that "the right to di€" might become a"duty to die." Indeed, Dowbiggin
argues that by joining a sometimes overzeal ous quest to maximize human freedom with adesire to
"improve" society, the euthanasia movement has been dogged by the fear that mercy killing could be
extended to persons with disabilities, handicapped newborns, unconscious geriatric patients, lifelong
criminals, and even the poor. Justified or not, such fears have stalled the movement, as more and more
Americans now prefer better end-of-life care than wholesale changes in euthanasia laws.

For anyone trying to decide whether euthanasia offers a humane alternative to prolonged suffering or violates
the "sanctity of life," A Merciful End provides fascinating and much-needed historical context.
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From reader reviews:
Brent Jones:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America.

Tami Anders:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America
isnot only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with al the book A
Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America. Y ou never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Ann Fortune

This A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. That A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become
worry A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can haveit inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Cassandra Sander son:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
onroller coaster you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Merciful End:
The Euthanasia Movement in Modern America, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get



it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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