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What does diaspora mean? Until quite recently, the word had a specific and restricted meaning, referring
principally to the dispersal and exile of the Jews. But since the 1960s, the term diaspora has proliferated to a
remarkable extent, to the point where it is now applied to migrants of almost every kind.

This Very Short Introduction explains where the concept of diaspora came from, how its meaning changed
over time, why its usage has expanded so dramatically in recent years, and how it can both clarify and distort
the nature of migration. Kevin Kenny highlights the strength of diaspora as a mode of explanation, focusing
on three key elements--movement, connectivity, and return--and illustrating his argument with examples
drawn from Jewish, Armenian, African, Irish, and Asian diasporas. He shows that diasporais not simply a
synonym for the movement of people. Its explanatory power is greatest when people believe that their
departure was forced rather than voluntary. Thus diaspora would not really explain most of the Irish
migration to America, but it does shed light on the migration compelled by the Great Famine. Kenny also
describes how migrants and their descendants devel op diasporic cultures abroad--regardless of the form their
migration takes--based on their connections with a homeland, real or imagined, and with people of common
origin in other parts of the world. Finally, most conceptions of diaspora feature the dream of areturnto a
homeland, even when this yearning does not involve an actual physical relocation.

About the Series;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventualy, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:
Sean Scruggs:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Diaspora: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Nicolas Olsen:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) become your current starter.

Olive Griffin:

Beside this Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it can giveyou a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book aswell asread it from
currently!

Mary Christensen:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you needed it?
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