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The lais of Marie de France are a series of twelve short narrative Breton lais by the poet Marie de France.
They are written in the Anglo-Norman and were probably composed in the late 12th century. The short,
narrative poems generally focus on glorifying the concept of courtly love through the adventures of their
main characters. Despite her stature in Anglo-Norman literature and medieval French literature generally,
little is known of Marie herself, though it is thought that she was born in France and wrote in England.
 
Marie de France’s lais, told in octosyllabic, or eight syllable verse, are notable for their celebration of love,
individuality of character, and vividness of description – hallmarks of the emerging literature of the times.
Five different manuscripts contain one or more of the lais, but only one, Harley 978, a thirteenth-century
manuscript housed in the British Library, preserves all twelve. It has been suggested that if the author had
indeed arranged the Lais as presented in Harley 978, that she may have chosen this overall structure to
contrast the positive and negative actions that can result from love. In this manuscript, the odd lais —
“Guigemar”, “Le Fresne”, etc. — praise the characters who express love for other people. By comparison,
the even lais, such as “Equitan”, “Bisclavret” and so on, warn how love that is limited to oneself can lead to
misfortune.
 
The Harley 978 manuscript also includes a 56-line prologue in which Marie describes the impetus for her
composition of the lais. In the prologue, Marie writes that she was inspired by the example of the ancient
Greeks and Romans to create something that would be both entertaining and morally instructive. She also
states her desire to preserve for posterity the tales that she has heard. Two of Marie’s lais – “Lanval,” a very
popular work that was adapted several times over the years (including the Middle English Sir Launfal), and
“Chevrefoil” ("The Honeysuckle"), a short composition about Tristan and Iseult – mention King Arthur and
his Knights of the Round Table. Marie’s lais were precursors to later works on the subject, and Marie was
probably a contemporary of Chrétien de Troyes, another writer of Arthurian tales.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Garcia:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de
France Queen of Rumania Marie. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen
of Rumania Marie. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Brian Street:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France
Queen of Rumania Marie book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de
France Queen of Rumania Marie content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania
Marie is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ellis Arnold:

This French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie tend to be
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this French
Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

David Reed:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays
of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can



buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Download and Read Online French Mediaeval Romances from the
Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie Queen of
Rumania Marie #PSID1MR2673



Read French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de
France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of Rumania Marie for
online ebook

French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of
Rumania Marie Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read French Mediaeval Romances from the
Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of Rumania Marie books to read online.

Online French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of
Rumania Marie by Queen of Rumania Marie ebook PDF download

French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of
Rumania Marie Doc

French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of Rumania Marie
Mobipocket

French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie by Queen of Rumania Marie
EPub


