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In the years following World War II, American Protestantism experienced tremendous growth, but
conventional wisdom holds that midcentury Protestants practiced an optimistic, progressive, complacent, and
materialist faith. In Original Sin and Everyday Protestants, historian Andrew Finstuen argues against this
prevailing view, showing that theological issues in general--and the ancient Christian doctrine of original sin
in particular--became newly important to both the culture at large and to a generation of American
Protestants during a postwar "age of anxiety" as the Cold War took root.

Finstuen focuses on three giants of Protestant thought--Billy Graham, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Paul Tillich--
men who were among the era's best known public figures. He argues that each thinker's strong commitment
to the doctrine of original sin was a powerful element of the broad public influence that they enjoyed.
Drawing on extensive correspondence from everyday Protestants, the book captures the voices of the people
in the pews, revealing that the ordinary, rank-and-file Protestants were indeed thinking about Christian
doctrine and especially about "good" and "evil" in human nature. Finstuen concludes that the theological
concerns of ordinary American Christians were generally more complicated and serious than is commonly
assumed, correcting the view that postwar American culture was becoming more and more secular from the
late 1940s through the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Original Sin and Everyday Protestants: The
Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, Billy Graham, and Paul Tillich in an Age of Anxiety will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Angela Joseph:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Original Sin and
Everyday Protestants: The Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, Billy Graham, and Paul Tillich in an Age of
Anxiety, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Curt Stewart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Original Sin and Everyday Protestants: The
Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, Billy Graham, and Paul Tillich in an Age of Anxiety reserve written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Original Sin and Everyday Protestants: The Theology of
Reinhold Niebuhr, Billy Graham, and Paul Tillich in an Age of Anxiety as good book not only by the cover
but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Norma Brier:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Original Sin and Everyday Protestants: The Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr,



Billy Graham, and Paul Tillich in an Age of Anxiety this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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