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Sexual misconduct of society's leaders, the plight of single mothers, the separation of church and state — all
are burning issues of the 1990s which sparked outrage and controversy 150 years earlier in The Scarlet
Letter. Now, no study of American history is complete without thorough examination of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's timel ess masterpiece. This multidisciplinary study of the novel contains historical documents,
collateral readings, and commentary. In short, it istheideal companion for students who wish to fully
understand the novel in the context of itstime, and to unlock its current relevance. Among the materials are
original 17th-century documents that illuminate Puritan attitudes and bring the Salem witchcraft trialsto life,
private journals, historical reports, 19th-century magazine articles, sketches, and newspaper stories. Many of
the documents are available in no other printed form. Not only do these materials provide a taste of 17th-
century Puritan culture, but they also glimpse into Hawthorne's mind as he comes to terms with his witch-
hunting ancestors and his vocation. Most importantly, this casebook contemplates the many issues raised by
The Scarlet Letter which inextricably link the 17th-century Puritans to the 19th century culture of Hawthorne
to the present. Each section of this casebook contains study questions, topic ideas for written or oral
expression, and lists of further readings for examining the issues raised by the novel. Designed as a resource
for students, teachers, and library media specidists, the volume is cloth bound and printed on high quality
acid-free paper, making it an excellent addition to every library collection.

A literary analysis focusing on the issues raised by the novel opens the casebook. In Part Two, the Puritan's
code of crime and punishment and the basic tenets of their belief are analyzed through original 17th-century
diaries, letters, and testimony from the Salem witch trials. Part Three examines the novel's introductory
essay, the autobiographical The Custom House, which finds Hawthorne grappling with the role his ancestors
played in persecuting the Quakers and the Salem witches, as well as his own internal conflict over his
vocation as afiction writer. The moral attitudes at the time of Hawthorne's controversial work are also
examined through reviews published at the time of publication. Part Four draws connections between two
issues raised by the novel - the unwed mother and the lapsed minister - that remain controversial today and
features recent news articles on these issues. A glossary of terms and atopic and person index complete this
latest addition to Greenwood Press Literature in Context series.
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From reader reviews:
Crystal McMullen:

The book Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
Y ou need to use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to | ssues,
Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Rose K nowlton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Understanding The
Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied ssimply by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) become your own starter.

Gregory Goolshy:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A
Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literaturein
Context" Series) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Understanding
The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series) as good book not merely by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis
one publication that can break don't determine book by itsinclude, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.



Tiffaney Serna:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Understanding The Scarlet
Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature
in Context" Series).
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