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Following up on his two recent, widely acclaimed studies of the history and social life of ancient Israel,
William Dever here uses archaeological and biblical evidence to reconstruct the folk religion of ancient
Israel. Did God Have a Wife? shines new light on the presence and influence of women's cultsin early Isragl
and their implications for our understanding of the official "religion of the book." Dever pays particular
attention to presences of the goddess Asherah, reviled by the authors of the Hebrew Bible as aforeign deity
but considered by many modern scholars to have been popularly envisioned as the consort of biblical

Y ahweh.

Thefirst book by an archaeologist on ancient Israglite religion, this fascinating study critically reviews
virtually al of the archaeological literature of the past generation, and it brings fresh evidence to the table as
well. While Dever digs deep into the past — revealing insights are found, for example, in the form of local
and family shrines where sacrifices and other rituals were performed — his discussion is extensively
illustrated and communicated in non-technical language accessible to everyone.

Dever calls his book "afeminist manifesto — by aman,” and his work gives a new prominence to women as
the custodians of Israel's folk religion. Though the monotheistic faith and practice recounted in the Bible
likely held sway among educated, elite men in Jerusalem, the heart and soul of Isradlite religion was
polytheistic, concerned with meeting practical needs, and centered in the homes of common, illiterate people.

Even more popularly written than Dever's two previous books, Did God Have a Wife?is sure to spur wide,
even passionate, debate in all quarters.
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From reader reviews:
Leigh Weimer:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Did God Have a Wife?:
Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees thereis no doubt in it you know.

Joyce McDonald:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
haveit in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and
Folk Religion in Ancient Israel can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et
us have Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Isragl.

Martha Howell:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
rea their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient
Israel can make you really feel more interested to read.

LouisCline:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel.
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