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"Disknowledge": knowing something isn't true, but believing it anyway. In Disknowledge: Literature,
Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England, Katherine Eggert explores the crumbling state
of learning in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Even as the shortcomings of Renaissance humanism
became plain to see, many intellectuals of the age had little choice but to treat their familiar knowledge
systems as though they still held. Humanism thus came to share the status of alchemy: a way of thinking
simultaneously productive and suspect, reasonable and wrongheaded.

Eggert argues that English writers used alchemy to signal how to avoid or camouflage pressing but
discomfiting topics in an age of rapid intellectual change. Disknowledge describes how John Donne, George
Herbert, Henry Vaughan, John Dee, Christopher Marlowe, William Harvey, Helkiah Crooke, Edmund
Spenser, and William Shakespeare used alchemical imagery, rhetoric, and habits of thought to shunt aside
three difficult questions: how theories of matter shared their physics with Roman Catholic transubstantiation;
how Christian Hermeticism depended on Jewish Kabbalah; and how new anatomical learning acknowledged
women's role in human reproduction. Disknowledge further shows how Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and
Margaret Cavendish used the language of alchemy to castigate humanism for its blind spots and to invent a
new, posthumanist mode of knowledge: writing fiction.

Covering a wide range of authors and topics, Disknowledge is the first book to analyze how English
Renaissance literature employed alchemy to probe the nature and limits of learning. The concept of
disknowledge—willfully adhering to something we know is wrong—resonates across literary and cultural
studies as an urgent issue of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy,
and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England. All type of book are you able to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

William Ullrich:

Here thing why that Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the
End of Humanism in Renaissance England giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the
End of Humanism in Renaissance England. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and
the End of Humanism in Renaissance England in e-book can be your option.

Rebecca Wheeler:

This Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word
or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in
Renaissance England in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Todd Pfeifer:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End
of Humanism in Renaissance England can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can



be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England.
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