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Early Christian Dress is the first full-length monograph on the subject of dress in early Christianity. It pays
attention to the ways in which dress expressed and shaped Christian identity, the role dress played in
Christians’ rivalries with pagan neighbours, and especially to the ways in which notions of gender were
culled and revised in the process. Although many scholars have argued that gender in late antiquity was a
performed and embodied category, few have paid attention to the ways in which dress and physical
appearances were implicated in the understanding of femininity and masculinity. This study addresses that
gap, revealing the amount of sartorial work necessary to secure stable gender categories in the worlds of
early Imperial pagans and late ancient Christians.

This study analyzes several vigorous discussions and debates that arose over Christian women’s dress. It
examines how Christians interpreted their dress—especially the dress of female ascetics—as evidence of
Christianity’s advanced morality and piety, a morality and piety that was coded "masculine." Yet even
Christian leaders who championed ascetic women’s ability to achieve a degree of virility in terms of their
virtue and spiritual status were troubled when ascetics’ dress threatened to materially dissolve gender
categories, difference, and hierarchies. In the end, the study enables us to gain a broader view of how gender
was constructed, perceived, and contested in early Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Early Christian Dress:
Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Lindberg:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
still thinking Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lloyd North:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient
History) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That is why this book ideal all of you.

Don Morris:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) we can
take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a



book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). You
can more desirable than now.
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