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As a present to John Updike on his fiftieth birthday, and as a treat for his readers, his first book, a collection
of light verse originally published twenty-five years ago, is brought back into print, with an author’s
foreword and some small revisions.
                Many of these poems were written when the author was a young art student in England and a “Talk
of the Town” reporter for The New Yorker, which published over forty of them.  They deal with the
quiddities of things, the oddities of science, quirks of American life (especially as reported in Life magazine
during those smiling Eisenhower years), and moments of epiphany in literature and nature.  A
number—“Ex-Basketball Player,” “Superman,” “Mirror,” “Quilt”—have been frequently reprinted in
anthologies.  All show a sharp ear, a fond eye, and an active though not always light-hearted fancy.  Written
mainly to amuse, Updike’s early verse was also, as his foreword states, “a way of dealing with the universe,
an exercise of the Word.”  Admirers who know him mostly through his fiction should be delighted to
encounter what he calls “these old evidences of my own high spirits.”  The Carpentered Hen, in recent years
a hard-to-get collector’s item, now again.
 
unhinges her wings,
abandons her nest
of splinter, and sings.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. The Carpentered Hen can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short
free time problems.

Janice Perry:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Carpentered Hen is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Kevin Masterson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Carpentered Hen
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Fred Musso:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is The Carpentered Hen. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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