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The Sunni-Shi'a schism is often framed as a dispute over the identity of the successor to Muhammad. In
reality, however, this fracture only materialized a century later in the important southern Iraqi city of Kufa
(present-day Najaf). This book explores the birth and development of Shi'i identity. Through a critical
analysis of legal texts, whose provenance has only recently been confirmed, the study shows how the early
Shi'a carved out independent religious and social identities through specific ritual practices and within
separate sacred spaces. In this way, the book addresses two seminal controversies in the study of early Islam,
namely the dating of Kufan Shi'i identity and the means by which the Shi'a differentiated themselves from
mainstream Kufan society. This is an important, original and path-breaking book that marks a significant
development in the study of early Islamic society.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Origins of the Sh?'a: Identity, Ritual, and Sacred Space in Eighth-
Century K?fa (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization).

Fern Rodriquez:

The e-book with title The Origins of the Sh?'a: Identity, Ritual, and Sacred Space in Eighth-Century K?fa
(Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Martha Doughty:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Origins of
the Sh?'a: Identity, Ritual, and Sacred Space in Eighth-Century K?fa (Cambridge Studies in Islamic
Civilization) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could
pick The Origins of the Sh?'a: Identity, Ritual, and Sacred Space in Eighth-Century K?fa (Cambridge Studies
in Islamic Civilization) become your starter.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Origins of the Sh?'a: Identity, Ritual,
and Sacred Space in Eighth-Century K?fa (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) can be the answer, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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