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Notable Book in the 2005 Kiriyama Prize and longlisted for the 2005 ReLit Awards

Catherine Greenwood draws on the stories and legends which surround the development of cultured pearls
by Mikimoto, the fabulous Pearl King, to engage a rich array of themes, including the clash between an
aesthetics of refinement and nuance, and mass manufacture. With discerning wit and a large range of styles
and voices, she holds up each subject for contemplation as though it were a pearl, and explores the
sometimes bizarre consequences of an overwhelming rage for beauty.

As the seal is strong and breathes air,

As the fish is quick and breathes water,

So make me, a mermaid strong and quick.

Bless me with abalone abundant as mushrooms,

Oysters dropping ripe as plums into my palm.

Let my births keep me ashore a few days only,

Only for a little while let labour make me rest.

from "The Diving Girls’ Prayer"

When, in other sections of the book, Catherine Greenwood turns her attention to such matters as the still
birth of a calf, teeth, moles, or the Shetland Island stone, she does so with the same care for the exact fit of
style, the same sharply-angled craft.

"The ancient Taoists believed that a pearl was grounded at the soul’s centre, that it took wisdom and clarity
to create its essence. Catherine Greenwood’s first collection of poems is proof of that. Here is a new pearl,
the beginning of a strand I hope, that will continue to be added to with such depth of field and luminosity." -
Don Domanski
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From reader reviews:

Louie Thompson:

The book The Pearl King and Other Poems gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Pearl King and Other
Poems to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-
book The Pearl King and Other Poems. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Audrey Thompson:

Here thing why this particular The Pearl King and Other Poems are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Pearl King and Other Poems giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Pearl King and Other
Poems. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The Pearl King and Other Poems in e-book can be your option.

Chad Wright:

This The Pearl King and Other Poems is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Pearl King and
Other Poems in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Elizabeth Rogers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Pearl King and Other Poems or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Pearl
King and Other Poems to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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