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The relationship between actors and spectators has been of perennial interest to playwrights. The Roman
playwright Plautus (ca. 200 BCE) was particularly adept at manipulating this relationship. Plautus allowed
his actors to acknowledge freely the illusion in which they were taking part, to elicit laughter through
humorous asides and monologues, and simultaneously to flatter and tease the spectators.

These metatheatrical techniques are the focus of Timothy J. Moore's innovative study of the comedies of
Plautus. The first part of the book examines Plautus' techniques in detail, while the second part explores how
he used them in the plays Pseudolus, Amphitruo, Curculio, Truculentus, Casina, and Captivi. Moore shows
that Plautus employed these dramatic devices not only to entertain his audience but also to satirize aspects of
Roman society, such as shady business practices and extravagant spending on prostitutes, and to challenge
his spectators' preconceptions about such issues as marriage and slavery. These findings forge new links
between Roman comedy and the social and historical context of its performance.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience. Try to
make book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience as your buddy. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Wesley Jerkins:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeffrey Diaz:

The book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Kelly Edge:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be The Theater of Plautus: Playing to the Audience.
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