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Explores the rise of the idea of nothing in Western modernity and how its figuration is transforming and
offering new possibilities.

In this groundbreaking, interdisciplinary history of ideas, Andrew W. Hass explores the ascendency of the
concept of nothing into late modernity. He argues that the rise of the reality of nothing in religion,
philosophy, and literature has taken place only against the decline of the concept of One: a shift from a
sovereign understanding of the One (unity, universality) toward the “figure of the O”—a cipher figure that,
as nonentity, is nevertheless determinant of other realities. The figuring of this O culminates in a
proliferation of literary expressions of nothingness, void, and absence from 1940 to 1960, but by century’s
end, this movement has shifted from linear progression to mutation, whereby religion, theology, philosophy,
literature, and other critical modes of thought, such as feminism, merge into a shared, circular activity. The
writer W. H. Auden lends his name to this O, his long poetic work The Sea and the Mirror an exemplary
manifestation of its implications. Hass examines this work, along with that of a host of writers, philosophers,
and theologians, to trace the revolutionary hermeneutics and creative space of the O, and to provide the
reasoning of why nothing is now such a powerful force in the imagination of the twenty-first century, and of
how it might move us through and beyond our turbulent times.

“The core of the book is Hass on The Tempest and, especially, on Auden’s relaunching of it in The Sea and
the Mirror. Any admirer of Auden’s long poem … will find much nourishment here, from comments on
individual lyrics to reflections on the achievement of the whole.” — Literature and Theology

Andrew W. Hass is Reader in Critical Religion at the University of Stirling in Scotland. He is the author of
Poetics of Critique: The Interdisciplinarity of Textuality and the coeditor (with David Jasper and Elisabeth
Jay) of The Oxford Handbook of English Literature and Theology.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Auden's O: The Loss of One's Sovereignty in
the Making of Nothing will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Jane Moore:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Auden's O: The Loss of One's Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing
as your daily resource information.

Oren Nelson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Auden's O: The Loss of One's Sovereignty in the Making of
Nothing it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
has high quality.

William Stewart:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Auden's O: The Loss of One's
Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Auden's O: The Loss of One's Sovereignty in the
Making of Nothing can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what



must you're doing of these time.
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