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This remarkable book brings us an intimate and moving interpretation of the life and work of Charles
Darwin, by Ruth Padel, an acclaimed British poet and a direct descendant of the famous scientist.

Charles Darwin, born in 1809, lost his mother at the age of eight, repressed all memory of her, and poured
his passion into solitary walks, newt collecting, and shooting. His five-year voyage on H.M.S. Beagle, when
he was in his twenties, changed his life. Afterward, he began publishing his findings and working privately
on groundbreaking theories about the development of animal species, including human beings, and he made
a nervous proposal to his cousin Emma.

Padel’s poems sparkle with nuance and feeling as she shows us the marriage that ensued, and the rich,
creative atmosphere the Darwins provided for their ten children. Charles and Emma were happy in each
other, but both were painfully aware of the gulf between her deep Christian faith and his increasing religious
doubt. The death of three of their children accentuated this gulf. For Darwin, death and extinction were
nature’s way of developing new species: the survival of the fittest; for Emma, death was a prelude to the
afterlife.

These marvelous poems—enriched by helpful marginal notes and by Padel’s ability to move among multiple
viewpoints, always keeping Darwin at the center—bring to life the great scientist as well as the private man
and tender father. This is a biography in rare form, with an unquantifiable depth of family intimacy and
warmth.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Darwin: A Life in Poems.

Lee Parkin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them
is this Darwin: A Life in Poems.

George Seal:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Darwin: A Life in Poems
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Frank Johnson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Darwin: A Life in Poems. This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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