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In the wake of World War II, Americans developed an unusually deep and all-encompassing national unity,
as postwar affluence and the Cold War combined to naturally produce a remarkable level of agreement about
the nation's core values. Or so the story has long been told. Inventing the "American Way" challenges this
vision of inevitable consensus. Americans, as Wendy Wall argues in this innovative book, were united, not
so much by identical beliefs, as by a shared conviction that a distinctive "American Way" existed and that
the affirmation of such common ground was essential to the future of the nation. Moreover, the roots of
consensus politics lie not in the Cold War era, but in the turbulent decade that preceded U.S. entry into
World War II. The social and economic chaos of the Depression years alarmed a diverse array of groups, as
did the rise of two "alien" ideologies: fascism and communism. In this context, Americans of divergent
backgrounds and beliefs seized on the notion of a unifying "American Way" and sought to convince their
fellow citizens of its merits.

Wall traces the competing efforts of business groups, politicians, leftist intellectuals, interfaith proponents,
civil rights activists, and many others over nearly three decades to shape public understandings of the
"American Way." Along the way, she explores the politics behind cultural productions ranging from The
Adventures of Superman to the Freedom Train that circled the nation in the late 1940s. She highlights the
intense debate that erupted over the term "democracy" after World War II, and identifies the origins of
phrases such as "free enterprise" and the "Judeo-Christian tradition" that remain central to American political
life. By uncovering the culture wars of the mid-twentieth century, this book sheds new light on a period that
proved pivotal for American national identity and that remains the unspoken backdrop for debates over
multiculturalism, national unity, and public values today.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the
New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of
Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement content conveys prospect easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
available as it. So , do you even now thinking Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus
from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sonya Wright:

This book untitled Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil
Rights Movement to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this guide from your list.

Thomas Stewart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Inventing the "American Way": The Politics
of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights Movement book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil Rights
Movement as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Robin Castillo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them



are these claims Inventing the "American Way": The Politics of Consensus from the New Deal to the Civil
Rights Movement.
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