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“A picture held us captive,” writes Wittgenstein in the Philosophical Investigations, describing the powerful
image of mind that underlies the modern epistemological tradition from Descartes onward. Retrieving
Realism offers aradical critique of the Cartesian epistemic picture that has captivated philosophy for too
long and restores arealist view affirming our direct access to the everyday world and to the physical
universe.

According to Descartes, knowledge exists in the form of ideas in the mind that purportedly represent the
world. This “mediational” epistemology?internal ideas mediating external reality?continues to exert agrip on
Western thought, and even philosophers such as Quine, Rorty, and Davidson who have claimed to refute
Descartes remain imprisoned within its regime. As Hubert Dreyfus and Charles Taylor show, knowledge
consists of much more than the explicit representations we formulate. We gain knowledge of the world
through bodily engagement with it?by handling things, moving among them, responding to them?and these
forms of knowing cannot be understood in mediational terms. Dreyfus and Taylor aso contest Descartes's
privileging of the individual mind, arguing that much of our understanding of the world is necessarily shared.

Once we deconstruct Cartesian mediationalism, the problems that Hume, Kant, and many of our
contemporaries still struggle with?trying to prove the existence of objects beyond our representations?all
away, as does the motivation for nonrealist doctrines. We can then begin to describe the background
everyday world we are absorbed in and the universe of natural kinds discovered by science.
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From reader reviews:
Kiley Kaufman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Retrieving
Realism suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Retrieving Realismis asingle of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Mary Deemer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here islook different you can read
anew book. It isreadly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Retrieving Realism it is quite good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has high quality.

Carl Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Retrieving Realism why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Hilary Winters:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It isreferred to as of
book Retrieving Realism. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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