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Jeffrey L. Rubenstein continues his grand exploration of the ancient rabbinic tradition of the Talmudic sages,
offering deep and complex analysis of eight stories from the Babylonian Talmud to reconstruct the cultural
and religious world of the Babylonian rabbinic academy.

Rubenstein combines a close textual and literary examination of each story with a careful comparison to
earlier versions from other rabbinic compilations. This unique approach provides insight not only into the
meaning and content of the current forms of the stories but also into how redactors reworked those earlier
versions to address contemporary moral and religious issues. Rubenstein's analysis uncovers the literary
methods used to compose the Talmud and sheds light on the cultural and theological perspectives of the
Stammaim?the anonymous editor-redactors of the Babylonian Talmud.

Rubenstein also uses these stories as a window into understanding more broadly the culture of the late
Babylonian rabbinic academy, a hierarchically organized and competitive institution where sages studied the
Torah. Several of the stories Rubenstein studies here describe the dynamics of life in the academy: master-
disciple relationships, collegiality and rivalry, and the struggle for leadership positions. Others elucidate the
worldview of the Stammaim, including their perspectives on astrology, theodicy, and revelation.

The third installment of Rubenstein’s trilogy of works on the subject, Stories of the Babylonian Talmud is
essential reading for all students of the Talmud and rabbinic Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

This Stories of the Babylonian Talmud usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Stories of the Babylonian Talmud can be among the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information
that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Stories of the
Babylonian Talmud giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Patricia Smith:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Stories of the Babylonian
Talmud, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Glenna Monaghan:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Stories of the Babylonian Talmud why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Michael Larose:

You can get this Stories of the Babylonian Talmud by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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